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Proper estate planning allows you to plan for yourself and your loved ones without giving up control of your affairs. Your estate plan should not only contemplate your testamentary wishes upon death, but should also allow for the possibility of your own disability. It should give “what you own to whom you want, when you want, and the way you want.”


The first step in any estate plan we develop for you is a thorough understanding of your needs, goals, dreams and aspirations. Most people want to ensure that they and their significant others are taken care of now and through their retirement years. 


The foundation of estate plans is laid out by those you care about and who will someday receive the benefits of your success. We help you protect and preserve your wealth as well as implement strategies and tools to save taxes.    

















proper estate planning keeps you in control














Because of our expertise in family, business law and transactional law, we can also offer legal counsel with regards to changes in your marital or health status and business transactions, for instance, the buying or selling of a business.


For example, we can help you set up succession plans if you own a business and would like to favor your children or specific employees to inherit stock in the company. Or, you receive a tempting offer to sell the company. We can help you with that and the attendant changes that require modification of the estate plan. 


We are there for you and your heirs throughout your lifetime – and beyond.  


























Integrating family, business and estate planning legal expertise














We approach estate planning as an ongoing process – one that begins with understanding you and your family’s needs and goals and continues way beyond the drafting of legal documents. 


The greatest benefit for you resides in the advice and counsel you and your heirs will receive now and in the future – advice based on 30 years of knowledge, wisdom and experience. 


It’s important to recognize that an estate plan needs to be updated periodically. First, there is constant change in your personal, family and financial/business situation and second, there is constant change in both tax law and the legal environment at large that may impact your estate plan. 














A Process guided by knowledge, wisdom and experience














Estate Planning


why planning is important





2019





Raul R. Delgado de Armas & Associates, LLC | 2525 Ponce De Leon Blvd, Suite 300 | phone 786.441.5228 | fax 786.431.2481








Wills, Revocable Living Trusts, Family Limited Partnerships, Designations of Healthcare Surrogate also known as Advance Directives, Durable Powers of Attorney, and insurance products are some of the tools used in an overall estate-planning solution.


While Wills are generally well understood, we find there are common misconceptions about Trusts. Basically a Trust can be viewed as a separate entity, while a Will is simply a document with a set of instructions. In most cases, you – the client – retain full control of the assets placed in a trust. They are most appropriate in circumstances such as: 


When you own a family business to pass on


When you have extensive real estate holdings or own real estate in multiple states


When you have wealth that needs oversight during a period of disability


When you want to attach a condition (like completing college) to children inheriting your estate.





Not all planning tools are for everyone. Wills, Trusts and Family Limited Partnerships all have plusses and minuses that will be discussed thoroughly with you.
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Legal techniques and tools.
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A native of Cuba who came to the U.S. at age 14, Delgado de Armas is a graduate of both Florida International University and St. Thomas University School of Law. He was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1989. After four years as a partner in Martinez, Quintana, Arboleya & Delgado de Armas in Coral Gables, he founded his own firm in 1994. For more than a decade, Delgado de Armas taught courses in wills, trusts and estates at FIU and Miami-Dade College. He has also served as Special Master for the City of Miami.


Raul R. Delgado de Armas is an unusual attorney. Well-versed in the latest estate planning strategies, he can explain complex ideas to clients who don’t understand the importance of putting their affairs in order before it’s too late – he even makes house calls every week. 


“Safeguarding wealth, minimizing taxes and providing for their children are top priorities for South Florida individuals, families and business owners,” says Delgado de Armas. 


Known for his caring and compassion, the 61-year-old South Florida attorney uses sophisticated techniques like family limited partnerships, revocable living trusts, land trusts and long-term care insurance to assist clients like Alejandra Cossio, a longtime real estate investor who has also had a long career as a developer and property manager. 


“Raul showed how putting my properties and other investments in trusts would reduce taxes and benefit my heirs,” Cossio says. For instance, Delgado de Armas explained how to make bequests with conditions. If Cossio’s niece marries, then divorces later on, for example, the ex-spouse cannot acquire the niece’s inherited property in the divorce proceedings. 
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Why Raul R. Delgado de Armas & Associates?


We bring an integrated approach to estate planning, business law and family legal services, while emphasizing compassion and attentiveness to client needs.


Proper estate planning requires professional thoroughness by attorneys and advisors along with respect for the overall well-being of the client and the client’s family.


We aspire to the highest ethical professional behavior that will lend dignity to the client, the planning professionals and the planning process. 
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“For my clients, compassion and understanding of their needs is certainly as important as the actual drafting of legal documents,” notes Delgado de Armas who frequently visits clients at home or in the hospital.





A Diverse Clientele


Throughout his career Delgado de Armas has worked with families and individuals young and old, from varied financial and national backgrounds. He enjoys working with business owners to whom he can provide additional advice and legal services in the areas of succession planning, business planning and business transactions including the selling and buying of a business.
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